Professional ethics in obstetrics and gynecology is the disciplined study of the morality of obstetrician-gynecologists: the obligations that obstetrician-gynecologists have to their patients, to other physicians and healthcare professionals, to healthcare organizations, to insurance companies and governments that pay for patient care, and to society, on the basis of ethical principles and virtues. FIGO is committed to the articulation of a professional ethics of obstetricians and gynecologists that is transcultural, transreligious, and transnational.
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THE PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY MODEL
The professional ethics of obstetrics and gynecology can be expressed in the "professional responsibility model." Drawing on evidence-based medicine and the best moral philosophy of their time, the Scottish physician-ethicist John Gregory (1724-1773) and the English physician-ethicist Thomas Percival (1740-1804) introduced into the history of medical ethics the ethical concept of the physician as a professional rather than an entrepreneur. This concept requires three commitments of all physicians: (1) competence in clinical practice; (2) primacy of the health-related interests of the patient, and the secondary status of self-interest and the interests of third parties to the physician-patient relationship; and (3) evidence-based medicine as a public trust that exists for the common good rather than the protection of the economic, social, and political power of physicians. The professional virtue of self-effacement calls for the physician to put aside, and not be influenced by, sources of bias that might distort the commitment to scientific and clinical competence or the commitment to putting the patient's interests first. The professional virtue of self-sacrifice requires the physician to accept reasonable limits on the physician's self-interest to fulfill the commitment to putting the patient's interests first, and to accept limits on group self-interest to fulfill the commitment to maintain the profession of medicine as a public trust.
The professional virtue of compassion requires the physician to recognize, prevent, and appropriately manage pain and distress of patients.
The professional virtue of integrity is key and requires the physi- 
ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS TO OTHER PHYSICIANS AND HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS
All obstetrician-gynecologists and other healthcare professionals share in professional responsibility for the quality and safety of patient care. The differences among the healthcare professions are a function of the division of labor among healthcare professionals, for example between an obstetrician-gynecologist and a midwife. These 
ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS TO HEALTHCARE ORGANIZATIONS RESPONSIBLE FOR PATIENT CARE
Implementing decisions in patient care draws on the human, mate- 
ETHICAL OBLIGATIONS TO INSURANCE COMPANIES AND GOVERNMENTS THAT PAY FOR PATIENT CARE
Insurance companies and governments that pay for patient care have an ethical obligation to pay for patient care that is supported 
CONCLUSION
Professionalism is an essential component of obstetric and gynecologic practice. All obstetrician-gynecologists should identify and routinely fulfill their ethical obligations to patients, to other physicians and healthcare professionals, to healthcare organizations, to insurance companies and governments that pay for patient care, and to society, on the basis of ethical principles and professional virtues, as expressed in the professional responsibility model of ethics in obstetrics and gynecology. FIGO is committed to supporting obstetriciangynecologists in their fulfillment of these transcultural, transreligious, and transnational ethical obligations.
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